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Abstract . A new Nanophyinae (Corimaliini), Allomalia armeniaca sp.n. from the east of Turkey, is described and distinguished from neighboring taxa. It is integrated into
a key to all Allomalia species. With 22 photographic illustrations on 7 plates and 1 map.

Keywords . New species, morphology, key of Allomalia, Western Palaearctic, Turkey.

Nomenklatorischer Akt
Allomalia armeniaca sp.n.: urn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:391644F6-29C0-4207-BAFE-AEE2C2011852

illustrierten Schlissel zu allen Corimaliini, den die Autoren zurzeit
vorbereiten, wird ebenfalls der oft artspezifischen Form des Aedoeagus
und der Tegmen (letztere sind stets zur Aedoeagus-Spitze hin wegzu-
ziehen) hochste Prioritat beigemessen.

Einleitung

Die Arten der Gattung Allomalia Alonso-Zarazaga, 1989 sind von den
weiteren Gattungen der Corimaliini (Brentidae: Nanophyinae) dadurch
ausgezeichnet, dass sie anders als die Arten der Gattung Corimalia
Gozis, 1885 nicht 5, sondern nur 4 GeiRelglieder besitzen. Von den
Arten der Gattung Hypophyes Reitter, 1916 und Titanomalia Alonso-
Zarazaga, 1989 trennt sie vor allem der asymmetrische Medianlobus
des Aedoeagus. (Allerdings sei bereits im Vorgriff auf weitere Studien
darauf hingewiesen, dass sich die verwandtschaftlichen Beziehungen
molekular etwas anders darstellen, und z.B. die 4 bzw. 5 Fuhlergei-
RBelglieder sicher nicht durchgehend gattungsspezifisch sind; siehe

Allomalia armeniaca sp.n.
Typenmaterial
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Die Allomalia-Arten leben auf zahlreichen Tamarix-Gewachsen (Tama-  coll Wanat; 1f 1, *7XUFLD $579,1 <XVXIHOL OJW 3
ricaceae) und entwickeln sich wie wahrscheinlich alle Corimaliini als PDOLD VS ,QJ . 6FK|Q G32Wx ARIER,BFK|QVK>DQH@
MRYDULDP@ONBOWO LQ GHQ %OWHQ *HUPDQQ TOHRYXYEWL P ZRO9VLH OHJ $ :DUFKDORZVRNKFQ FF
vor allem wahrend der Blitezeit in groRer Anzahl - nicht selten zu  Stuben.

Hunderten - mit dem Klopfschirm zur Mittagszeit unter der starksten
Sonneneinstrahlung gesammelt werden koénnen. Dabei ist mit dem
Exhaustor Eile geboten, da die winzigen, 1,1 *2,1 mm grof3en, sich
vom hellen Untergrund des Klopfschirms kaum abhebenden Nano-
phyinae schnell wieder den Schirm fliegend verlassen. Mit ihrer hellgel-
ben bis gelb-rotbraunen Farbung &hneln sie verwelkten Tamariskenbli-
ten, und mit ihrer kugeligen Gestalt ahmen sie die Friichte der Pflanzen
nach (Formanek 1916). Es ist daher nicht leicht, sie auf dem Klopf-
schirm Uberhaupt zwischen den Bliiten und Friichten zu entdecken +
solange sie sich nicht bewegen. Das Einsammeln mdglichst mehrerer
Dutzend Exemplare und ihre Préaparation unter Entnahme des mannli-
chen Genitals ist jedoch in jedem Fall dringend anzuraten, denn in den
meisten Fallen sind es zwei oder gar drei Arten, die sich aufgrund ihrer
extrem variablen innerartlichen Elytrenzeichnung (bis zum vdlligen
Fehlen jeglicher Binden- oder Fleckenzeichnung) erst unter dem Mikro-
skop als Angehdrige unterschiedlicher Gattungen und Artengruppen
entpuppen. So sind die meisten Arten erst - dann aber sehr leicht -
Uber die Form des Aedoeagus zu unterscheiden bzw. zu identifizieren.
Um hier keine grof3en Zerstérungen bei der Praparation dieser Winzlin-
ge anzurichten, empfehlen wir das Aufklappen bzw. die Entnahme der
letzten 5 Abdomialsternite unmittelbar hinter den Metacoxae. In einem

Beschreibung (Fig. 1 - 3, 5)
Lange: 1,6 +1,8 mm (ohne Rissel).

Kopf und Rostrum : Kopf und Rostrum rotbraun, Fihler hellgelb, zur
Keule hin etwas angedunkelt; die runden Augen grof3, leicht vorge-
wolbt, ein wenig aus der Kopfform hervortretend; mit einem Kranz aus
weilRen Borstenharchen; die mit ebenso weiRen Borstenverdichtungen
besetzte Stirn zwischen den Augen breit, etwas breiter als die halbe
Russelbreite; das auffallig kurze, fast gerade Rostrum in beiden Ge-
schlechtern nur unwesentlich langer als das Pronotum (den hinteren
Rand der Augen erreichend); Fihlerschaft kurz, mit einer keulenarti-
gen, stumpfwinklig gekrimmten Verdickung; die 4-gliedrige Geifl3el mit
einer langovalen Keule, deren 4 Segmente miteinander wie verschmol-
zen erscheinen.

Pronotum : Trapezférmig und nur schwach seitlich verrundet; an der
Basis am breitesten, 1,4x +1,5x breiter als lang; weitlaufig mit weitge-
hend anliegenden, langen Borstenhdrchen besetzt, die den rotgelben
Untergrund gut erkennen lassen; auf der Basislinie sind kleine, deutlich
voneinander abgesetzte, dunklere Zahnchen zu erkennen.
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Elytren : Gelbbraun (hellgelb bei einigen Paratypen aus dem Nordosten
der Turkei); langgestreckt, 1,20x +1,25x langer als breit, seitlich lang-
oval verrundet, ohne Schultern; Basis mit kleinen, weitlaufig platzierten,
dunkleren Zahnchen; Naht gelbrot, etwas angedunkelt; Intervalle hinter
der Mitte deutlich breiter als die hier eher rinnenartigen Punktstreifen;
vor der Mitte weisen letztere eine sehr gro3e Punktur auf, die auf die
schmaler wirkenden Intervalle Ubergreift; auf dem 4. Intervall (Nahtin-
tervall nicht mitgezahlt) mit einem braunen Léangsmakel auf dem Ely-
trenabsturz; die nach hinten gebogenen Borstenharchen entsprechen
in der Lange und der weitlaufigen Platzierung denen auf dem Prono-
tum, sind aber etwas mehr angehoben.

Unterseite : Auf dem Meso- und Metathorax seitlich mit einer sehr
dichten, anliegenden, langen, weilen Behaarung, ansonsten nur mit
wenigen langen Haaren auf der Unterseite; 3. und 4. Sternit sehr
schmal.

Beine: Bis auf die braun-schwarzen Klauen gelb bis gelbrot; Schenkel
mit nur einem kurzen, feinen Zahnchen. Tarsen kirzer als Schienen.

Aedoeagus : Medianlobus (in ventraler Ansicht) asymmetrisch, mit
einer verdickten und verrundeten (nicht hakenférmigen) Spitze (siehe
Fig. 4).

Eine neue Allomalia aus dem Osten der Tirkei

Weiblicher Genitalapparat
Ovipositor.

. Siehe Fig. 3 - Spiculum ventrale und

Differentialdiagnose

Auffalligstes Merkmal sind neben den gattungsspezifischen Charakte-
ristika die langgestreckten Elytren, das extrem kurze Rostrum in beiden
Geschlechtern und die verrundete Spitze des Aedoeagus. Das
Schwestertaxon Allomalia setulosa (Tournier, 1868) besitzt deutlich
kiirzere, untersetztere Elytren (Schlussel: Abb. 1* links), in beiden
Geschlechtern ein viel langeres Rostrum (Schlussel: Abb. 3/3*) und +
wie A. quadrivirgata - eine hakenférmige Spitze des Aedoeagus (ver-
gleiche laterale Ansicht, Fig. 4 und 5). Was die Unterschiede zu den
weiteren Allomalia-Arten betrifft, siehe Schllissel unten.

Verbreitung : Die Art ist bisher nur bekannt aus der dstlichen Region
der Tirkei (siehe Karte, Fig. 6).

Derivatio nominis : 6*OH\PDQOO HKHPDOV =H\W+QILPI
9G;JTH =H\WTXQ LVW GHU /RFXV W\SLFNMV GLtI

spater nach Syrien deportiert, leisteten vergeblich heftigen Widerstand

gegen die Massaker an den Armeniern 1894 -1896. Wir widmen daher

diese Art dem armenischen Volk.

Fig.1. +DELWXV +R O R W.\8rhenigca 3pRQ

Fig. 2. Habitus (Paratype, ,

Y RKQarmeniaca sp.n.

0.25mm

Fig. 3. Weiblicher Genitalap-
parat von A. armeniaca (PT).
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Fig. 6. Turkei - Blaues Kastchen: Locus typicus bei Kahramanmaras (Stuleymanli) / rote Kastchen: weitere Fundorte der neuen Allomalia-Art bei Artvin und Giimushane

im Osten der Turkei.

Schlussel der bisher bekannten  Allomalia -Arten

Alonso-Zarazaga (2017) nennt als eine weitere Allomalia-Art A. piffli Voss, 1964, wahrscheinlich ohne das Typenmaterial zu kennen. Nach dem Studium einer Syntype
vom Fundort in Pakistan (Gilgil) aus der Sammlung des SDEI handelt es sich dabei jedoch um eine Art des Genus Hypophyes, die +wie Voss richtig feststellt + G HFC.A
minutissima [heute Hypophyes minutissimus 7RXUQLHU @ V H Iséin Qebgieldh/ mit HCKrivalia setulosa Ubersieht jedoch, dass letztere 4 GeiRelglieder
hat, also heute tatsachlich ins Genus Allomalia fallt.

#Zu den Landerabkiirzungen siehe Stiiben (2022): Annex I.

l*

2*

Braune bis dunkelbraune Art. (Der Art Allomalia setulosa sehr &hnlich und vielleicht nur eine Unterart der bereits 1868 von Tournier be-
schriebenen Art oder nur eine Farbvariante). Gro3e: 1,3 +1,7 mm. Verbreitung: Verbreitung: Syrien, Jemen, Irak.

««« Allomalia gemmaria (Faust, 1887)
Gelbe bis gelbbraune Arten. e« .2

GroRere Art: 1,8 +2,1 mm; sind die Elytren gefleckt (was in einer Serie mit mehreren Exemplaren fast immer der Fall sein durfte), dann
versetzt auf dem 2. (in der Mitte) und 4. Intervall (hinter der Mitte) mit langen, schmalen, dunkelbraunen Strichen (Elytren also insgesamt mit
4 langen, strichartigen Makeln, siehe Abb. 1*, rechts); mit einem feinen Vorderschenkelzéhnchen. Locus typicus: ltalien, Kalabrien. Verbrei-
tung: E: BU CR FR GR HU IT SP (Balearen) UK N: AG EG LB MO TU A: AB CY GG IS KZ SA SY UZ*.

« « « . Allomalia quadrivirgata (A. Costa, 1863)
Kleinere Arten: 1,1 +1,8 mm; falls eine Makel vorhanden ist, dann nur hinter der Mitte auf gleicher Hohe auf dem 2. und 4. (manchmal auch
als zusammenhangender Fleck) oder nur auf dem 4. Intervall als breiter Balken; mit einem oder zwei feinen Vorderschenkelzéhnchen. « .3
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3*

Elytren kirzer (siehe Abb. 1*, links); Rostrum der Mannchen mindestens so lang wie Pronotum und Kopf zusammen, Rostrum der Weibchen
noch viel langer; mit 2 kraftigen Vorderschenkelzahnchen (Hauptzahn dolchartig gekrimmt). Medianlobus des Aedoeagus bei lateraler An-
sicht mit einer gestreckten, hakenférmigen Spitze. GroRe: 1,1 +1,5 mm. Verbreitung: E: ST N: AG EG LB MO TU A: CY IS LE QA SI YE
(Socotra) AFR?. Allomalia setulosa (Tournier, 1868)
Elytren gestreckter (siehe Fig. 1, 2); Rostrum auffallend kurz, in beiden Geschlechtern etwa gleich lang und deutlich kiirzer als Pronotum und
Kopf zusammen; mit nur einem kurzen, feinen Vorderschenkelzéhnchen. Medianlobus des Aedoeagus bei lateraler Ansicht mit einer einfa-
chen, verrundeten Spitze. GroRe: 1,6 +1,8 mm. Verbreitung: Ostliche Turkei. ««« Allomalia armeniaca Stiiben & Schén sp.n.
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The Macaronesian
LAPAROCERUS

Champions of biodiversity. A weevil genus beats records of
explosive evolutive radiation on oceanic islands in Macaronesia

y are there so many Laparocerus ? The swarm of 261 species and subspecies in Madei-
ra, Salvages and the Canary Islands is the result of a blend of adaptive and non-adaptive
evolution in old volcanic archipelagos. These have plenty of environmentally dissected islands
subject to a dynamics of construction and deconstruction. A twenty year-long prospection and
a DNA phylogenetic analysis reveal their monophyly, internal relationships, and plausible path-
ways of colonisation, which started in the late Miocene.

Within a timeframe of about 9 million years, sequential radiation events have generated
several monophyletic groups, 25 in total, that have been recognised as subgenera of Laparo-
cerus. Colonisation routes, habitat shifts, disruption of populations by volcanism, dispersal by
massive landslides, and other important factors for speciation are discussed in depth.

Laparocerus weevils are all flightless and most
taxa are exclusive to one single island—seventeen in
total—having occupied almost all habitats, from the
coastal shrublands to the sclerophyllous woodlands,
evergreen cloud-forest, pine woodlands, high-moun-
tain shrublands and the underground environment
(volcanic lava-tubes). They thus show an extraordinary
morphological and ecological plasticity. Only two spe-
cies inhabit NW Africa, the nearest continental land,
but as a result of a back-colonisation. The richest is-
land is Tenerife (2034 km  2) with 68 species and sub-
species. Overall, there is an outstanding ratio of one
endemic Laparocerus per 31 km 2, arecord not beaten
by any other plant or animal genus in Macaronesia.

If oceanic islands have been traditionally consid-
ered as laboratories of evolution and species-pro-
ducing machines, Laparocerus will become an ideal
model species for broadening research into dispersal

Hardcover, 226 x 290 mm, 681 pp. and _spematl_on processes of all kinds. Such a group
ISBN : 978-84-16785-99-5 provides a fine-grain picture of nature and evolution
at work.

To assist in this endeavour, this book authored by A. Machado provides a full revision of the
genus Laparocerus , with descriptions of all 264 species and subspecies —doubling the num-
ber previously known—keys for their identification, 374 macro-photographs of the imagos, 50
plates with line-drawings of their genitalia and other internal pieces, and 47 distribution maps.

It also incorporates a detailed anatomical study (13 plates) of one species including preimag-
inal stages, and chapters dealing with their breeding biology, ecology (food-plants, habitats,
etc.), and behaviour. Their natural history, in other words.

The author hopes that in the near future Laparocerus will merit sharing the podium with
Darwin’s finches or  Drosophila in studies of island evolution.

L Sy



HISTORY

1.2 | History

Fig. 18. Daniel Louis Uyttenboogaart
(b. Amsterdam, 1872-1947).

1935, Liebmann 1939, Janson 1940, Fernandez 1951, Gard-
ner & Classey 1962, Cossens 1864, Palm 1867, Israelson et
al. 1982, Erber & Hinterseher 1988, Erber 1990, and Franz
1996), or in ecological studies that survey specific habitats
(e.g. Peraza et al. 1986, Campos et al. 1990). Nonetheless,
four authors here not listed deserve special mention, as
they have focussed on Curculionidae or directly on Lapa-
rocerus, describing new taxa, clarifying some synonymies,
or enlarging chorological knowledge of the group.

Daniel Louis Uyttenboogaart (Fig. 18) was a wealthy
Dutch gentleman trained as lawyer and civil servant, who
started visiting the main Canary Islands in relation to mari-
time commerce, and soon became interested in their beetle
fauna. He collected mainly on Tenerife and Gran Canaria
together with his wife Helen. He also studied the collec-
tions kept in the Madrid Natural History Museum (ma-
terials from Escalera and Ignacio Bolivar), the Museum
Pietro Rossi at Milano, and the Museum Georg Frey at
Basel. In addition, he examined the rich material obtained
by M. Charles Alluaud in his expeditions to the Canaries
(1889-1890) and to Madeira (1938), stored at the Muséum
National d‘'Histoire Naturelle (Paris), or the Canarian co-
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leoptera collected by Richard Frey and Ragnar Stora in
1931, which are kept in the Zoological Museum of the Uni-
versity of Helsinki. As a result, he authored seven Lapa-
rocerus species and provided the first comprehensive key
to the genus (Uyttenboogaart 1929, 1935, 1936, 1937, 1940,
Uyttenboogaart & Zumpt 1940). He also proposed the new
subgenus Woll icerus, 1837—replacing Woll
Uyttenboogaart 1836 (non Heer, 1852)—with the misfor-
tune of not having designated a type species and therefore
being an unavailable name.

In his later years, Harald Lindberg (Fig. 19), curator
of Botany at the University Museum of Helsinki, took an
interest in the study of Coleoptera. He had at hand the
copious material collected by his son the professor of En-
tomology, Hikan Lindberg (Fig. 466-L). Hikan was more
interested in Hemiptera, making two visits to Madeira
(1957 and 1959) and five to the Canary Islands (between
1947 and 1951. Harald published 5 new Laparocerus spe-
cies in 1950 and 7 more in 1953, all from the latter archi-
pelago. The overall results of the Finnish Canarian expe-
ditions were jointly presented by father and son in 1958,
providing a compilation of the 71 Laparocerus species and
subspecies recorded for the Canaries—including some syn-
onyms—accompanied by small distribution maps.

The first curculionid specialist, properly speaking,
who studied the Macaronesian weevil fauna was André

Fig. 19. Harald Lindberg
(b. Helsinki, 1871-1963).
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Fig. 62. Laparocerus feeding marks on leaves of bushes and small plants.— A: Laparocerus distortus on Euphorbia
mellifera Ait.— B: Laparocerus bentejui delicatulus on Echium onosmifolium Webb.— C: Laparocerus crassus on Peri-
callis appendiculata L. f.— D: Laparocerus aeneotinctus femoralis on Cedronella canariensis L.— E: Laparocerus elon-

gatus mucronatus on Gesnouinia arborea L’'Her.—

F: Laparocerus grayanus on Salvia canariensis L.— G: Laparocerus

on Cistus

tinguaro tinguaro on Phyllis nobla L.— H: Laparocerus prog
tus on Rubus bollei Focke.

ifolius L.— I: Laparocerus sculp-
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ANATOMY

2.4 | THE Pupa

Metathorax

Mesothorax
Prothorax
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Head o
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Rogtum / Tarsus Hind leg Pseudocercus
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A Mandibles \
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Apical setae ____

Pronotum

Antenna

2

X “pseudocercus

78
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Antenna——

Femoral
setae ~__
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BIOLOGY

3.1 | Brorogy

The copulation lasts several minutes. The male remains
in an inclined position on the back of the female’s abdo-
men, holding on with his front and medium legs (Fig. 44-
A). This does not prevent the female from moving around,
without apparent difficulty. The rear ends of the copulating
pair stay rather distant from each other. However, the fe-
male projects her ovipositor outwards to embrace the penis
(almost half of it), while it is the long everted endophal-
lus that penetrates into the vagina to reach in principle the
bursa copulatrix, or its vicinity (Fig. 44-B).

The male may remain on top of the female for a while
after having invaginated the aedeagus. Occasionally an-
other male climbs on top of them as an additional partner.

Oviposition

No oviposition has been observed directly. It occurs during
the night. However, in the laboratory, the presence of rows
of eggs hidden in folds or crevices of rigid objects such as
bark, dry leaves, cracked sticks (Fig. 45 B-D) or the folds
of Emden’s fans—which were readily used when provided
(see Methodology)—suggest that the female uses her very
long ovipositor as a flexible tube to look for a convenient
shelter for the eggs (Fig. 45-A). These hiding places must
be narrow, since the eggs are deposited in rows from the
bottom outwards, forming a layer or two, so that only the
last rows are exposed, protecting the interior ones. The size

Fig. 45. A: Laparocerus bellus () with stretched ovipositor, and elytra uplifted to show abdomen bearing 101 eggs.— B:
Eggs (red arrows) of L. rutert hidden in the crevices of a stick.— C: Dead leaf partially unrolled to show hidden clutch (70

eggs) of L. ruteri.— D: Fold of a Van Emden fan opened to

84

show a clutch of 92 eggs of L. bellus five days after being laid.



ETHOLOGY

3.3 | EcoLocy

Natural enemies

Predators. Phytophagous insects are the basic trophic
support for predators specialised in capturing insects,
and less so, but important, for many other animals that
complement their vegetable diet with animal proteins. In
Macaronesia, considering the outstanding abundance and
biomass of Laparocerus, they are likely one of the key food
sources, together with lepidopterans (larvae) and orthop-
terans. Nocturnal activity, sheltering behaviour, death-
feigning and procryptic colouring are indirect indicators
of the palatability of the group. However, in the literature
there are only a few records of predation on Laparocerus,
but covering a wide spectrum.

Cott (1934) studied the stomach content of 195 indi-
viduals of the introduced Mediterranean tree frog (Hyla

meridionalis Boettger, 1874) mostly from Gran Canaria,
and found 7 specimens (4 mm) of Laparocerus compac-
tus; Machado (1985) reports Laparocerus remnants in
droppings of the El Hierro giant lizard (Gallotia simonyi
Steindachner, 1889) and the El Hierro common lizard
(Gallotia caesaris (Lehrs 1914); Pais and Garcia (2000)
found them in pellets of the red-billed chough (Pyrrhoco-
rax pyrrhocorax barbarus Vaurie, 1954) on La Palma. On
the high mountains of the same island Medina and Garcia
(2007) counted 75 Laparocerus remnants in droppings of
feral cats (Felis silvestris catus L. 1759): 7 exx of L. as-
tralis, 1 ex of L. combrecitensis, 7 exx of L. laevis, 1 ex of
L. auarita, 1 ex of L. tanausu, and 69 unidentified Lap-
arocerus, covering 10.2% of the total prey surveyed, with
a frequency of 6.73%. Stiiben (2017) deduced that chitin
remnants of Laparocerus cryptus found under stones on

PHYLOGENY

4.2 | GENETIC INFORMATION

L. amicorum

L. elongatus denudatus
L. elongatus mucronatus
L. elongatus elongatus

L. debilis

L. obtriangularis

L. junonius
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L. seminitens

099 — L. buenavistae
! 09 0% 1L | transversus
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GUANCHOTROX
(cont'd.)

NANOTROX

BENTAYGUS

DORAMASIUS

095 [~ L. lepidopterus lepidopterus
I L. lepidopterus lepidopterus
I L. lepidopterus lepidopterus

PROTEOTROX

D

0,5 mm

Fig. 72. Natural enemies of Laparocerus. A: Endoparasitic Rondania insularis (Bigot, 1891) ¢ (Diptera, Tachinidae),—
B: Ozyptila spider (Araneae, Thomisidae) with its prey, Laparocerus vestitus (photo M.A. Pefia). C: Laparocerus fer-
nandezi with ectoparasitic mites Leptus tenerificus Haitlinger, 2009 (Acarina: Erythraeidae).— D: Eggs of Laparocerus

bellus infected by Verticillium sp. (Fungi: Ascomycota)
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TENERIFE

edaphicus

undatus
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00000000 COOO
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Fig. 334. Distribution of subgenus Bencomius on Tenerife.

The species mean genetic divergence within Bencomius is
8.4% and, without doubt, its segregation on Tenerife de-
serves a thorough phylogeographic study.

Key to species

Antennae with desmomeres 3-7 moniliform and club
broad oval; integument lacking scales, only with some
erect setae. Inhabiting Tenerife. .. ............... .
.......................... L. edaphicus [p. 407]

— Antennae with all desmomeres longer than wide and
club fusiform; integument with scales (often dehiscent)
and soft setaeonelytra. ....... ... ... .. ... ... .. 2

N

Elytral interstriae with some separate but distinet punc-
tures (in cases almost effaced on disc, best visible on 5%
interstria) .. ...... P

Elytral interstriae lacking distinet punctures (not to be
confused with the micropunctules of the reticulate mi-
crosculpture, onepercell) .......... ... ... ... 8

Size usually > 10.5 mm; scape straight; elytral with
distinet humeral callus and surface slightly undulate;
protibiae & notably excavate inside. Inhabiting Tener-
' 7 T .. L. undatus [p. 408]

w

Size < 10.5 mm; scape clearly arcuate, sinuate or bent;
elytra with humeral callus not or weakly developed, and
surface not undulate; protibiae at most feebly emargin-

406

4 Elytra @ broader and more acuminate, with punctures
on interstriae very conspicuous, large and foveolate,
nearly as large as punctures of striae (at least on lateral
interstriae): dorsum more or less flattened . . .5

Elytra & narrower and elongate (L/W= 1.6.5-1.85) with
punctures on interstriae shallower and much smaller
than punctures of striae; dorsum of elytra convex, not
flattened ............... B

Eyes larger, their length 1.1x the interocular distance;
elytral disc little convex; interstrial punctures on entire
elytra; setae shorter. Inhabiting Tenerife (Anaga) . . . ..
................... L. grossepunctatus [p. 410]

2]

— Eyes smaller, their length 0.8x the interocular distance;
elytra more convex; interstrial punctures often effaced
on disc, particularly on females; setae longer. Size 5.7—
9.6 mm Inhabiting Tenerife (outside Anaga and Teno)
......... L. tenuepunctatus commixtus [p. 414]

6 Pronotum with sides shortly constricted at base and
straight lateral angles; rostrum slightly divergent, with
slightly inflate genae; elytra with vermiculate micro-
sculpture. Inhabiting LaPalma ....................
JE L. combrecitensis [p. 417]

— Pronotum with sides barely constricted at base and ob-
tuse lateral angles; rostrum parallel; pregenae not inflat-
ed; elytra with irregular polygonal microsculpture . ..7

7 Rostrum shorter (L/W= 0.75); elytral setae rather erect,
longer than a tarsal claw, distant and regularly aligned

— L. soniae*
- L. mulagua

Madeira
Porto Santo
Desertas
Salvages
NW Africa oM
Lanzarote
Fuerteventura
Gran Canaria
Tenerife

La Gomera
La Palma

El Hierro

2%

130

L. lepidopterus lepidopterus
0 o
L. federico

L. garretai garretai
N — L. rugosivertex
L. osorio

L. microphthalmus
L. obsitus

L. freyi canescens
L. auarita
L. bimbache
L. compactus

1 L. teldensis

11 L. eliasenae
L. sulcirostris
L. franzi
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5.1 | LAPAROCERUS

Laparocerus (Laparocerus) chaoensis
Uyttenboogaart, 1940

Fig. 85.

ssp. chaoensis Uyttenboogaart, 1940

Laparocerus chaoensis Uyttenboogaart, 1940 p. 57 [type:
NMNH]; Machado 2006a p. 2010 [syn. vandeli]
—Laparocerus morio, in Wollaston 1854 p. 360 [Ilhéu
Chao]; Uyttenboogaart 1947 p. 15 [syn. chaoensis].
—Laparocerus (Laparocerus) chaoensis chaoensis, in
Machado 2008b p. 314, 326 [bona species]; Machado 2013
p- 289; Machado et al. 2017 p. 15; Stiiben 2017 p. 71.—Lap-
arocerus, in Machado in Borges et al. 2008 p. 317; Macha-
do 2017 p. 283; Stiiben 2022 p. 592.

= Laparocerus (Laparocerus) morio vandeli Roudier,
1958 p. 199 [type IThéu Chao, MNHN]; Roudier 1961 p
63; Roudier 1963 p. 132; Erber & Hinterseher 1988, p. 172;
Machado 2006a p. 2010 [lectotype; = chaoensis Uytten-
boogaart].

Type LocaLrry. IThas Desertas: IThéu de Chao [32°35'12"N
16°32’43"W, 70 m].

Etymology. The species is named after the type locality,
the islet of Chdo, in the Madeiran archipelago, with the
suffix -énsis (of or from a place) to indicate belonging.

Description. Similar to L. morio, much smaller in size
(length & 5.9-9.2 mm, ¢ 5.7-8.3 mm); males not much
larger than females; body shape more oval-elongate or
elliptical; pronotum not bulky ahead, smaller (L/W= 0.8
instead of 0.9), more uniformly rounded on sides; elytra
never parallel (oval-acuminate, not truncate at apex), wid-
est before middle (about 1.6x width of pronotum), their
lateral declivity smoother and microsculpture somewhat
stronger, but granules almost absent; setae a trifle longer
(about length of a tarsal claw). Legs (&): metatrochanter
protruding backwards as a conspicuous tooth; metatar-
someres 1-2 with internal bristles longer (>length of tar-
somere); male metatibiae (Fig. 82 C-D) more pilose and
less crenulate internally; outer apical margin moderately
expanded outwards, articular area wider than long, rhom-
boid shaped; internal emargination angled, forming a
blunt heel. Aedeagus: penis body bisinuate in its concave
part, with less deflexed, shorter, triangular, and blunt api-
cal plate (dorsal view); endophallus with two basal rows of
30-31 denticles (Fig. 471-B).

Distribution and ecology. Laparocerus chaoensis
chaoensis inhabits the islets of Chéo (0.4 km?2) and Bugio
(3.3 km2), in the Desertas, not having been found yet in
Deserta Grande, the largest islet located between the other
two, and also inhabited by L. eryptus (Fig. 80). This is a

152

Fig. 85. Laparocerus chaoensis chaoensis 3.

striking case of two related Laparocerus species coexist-
ing in the same place, and it is worth investigating if L.
cryptus was introduced onto Chao, or why L. chaoensis
chaoensis is apparently absent on Deserta Grande.

In Chao, it is extraordinarily abundant in the vegetated
plateau (40-80 m altitude), particularly in spring and sum-
mer (Fig. 5). It can be found aggregated in large numbers
under stones. During the night it crawls to feed on shrubs
like Suaeda vera or Jasminum odoratissimum, but not on
Artemisia or existing crucifers.

Comments. The islet samples studied from IThéu de Chao
and Bugio, in the Desertas, and the Ilhéu do Desembarca-
douro in the extreme east of Madeira, cluster together as
L. chaoensis s. 1., and show a rather high COI genetic dis-
tance from L. morio (9.7-11.8%) or from L. cryptus (11.6—
12.8%), but surprisingly, less from L. distortus (4.3-5.0%)
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FEEDING NICHES
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Fig. 453. Radiation of Laparocerus in feeding niches

the extant habitats. The attached diagrams (Fig. 453 and
Fig. 454) provide a panorama of the extent of adaptive ra-
diation undergone by Laparocerus, both habitat and life-
style shifts, one often associated with the other.

It has been confirmed that laurisilva has a Plio-Pleis-
tocene origin, with a few older species from the Upper
Miocene (Kondraskov et al. 2015). It is not a relict sam-
ple of the Tertiary flora as has been largely thought (Ciferri
1962, Axelrod 1975). Several lineages of Laparocerus in-
habit the laurisilva (Atlantis, Pseudatlantis, Bencomius,
Guanchotrox, Machadotrox, Fernandezius, Proteotrox,
etc.). They can be found high in the canopy of trees? (Lau-
rus, Persea, Ocotea, Prunus, Myrica, etc.), on bushes of all
sizes, on the shorter plants that grow in the shade or on the
more exposed cliffs and light gaps (Aeonium, Cedronella,
Geranium, Hypericum, Phyllis, Ranunculus, Rubus, Sene-
cio, ete.), in the leaf-litter, and underground. In other
words, Laparocerus were already there when laurisilva
arrived and developed in Macaronesia, and their parallel
conquest of this habitat is now almost complete.

(3) True tree climbers have developed in Atlantis,

The same applies to the sclerophyllous forest, which
emerged in the Mediterranean under hot dry summers
and cool wet winters approximately 3.4 Ma ago (Jiménez
et al. 2010). The number of Laparocerus species feeding
on plants and shrubs associated with sclerophyllous forest
(e. g Convoluulusﬂorzdus Carlina salicifolia, Bupleurum

G ia inoides, etc.) is almost as
high as in laurisilva. Good examples are Belicarius spe-
cies on La Gomera (e.g. L. crotchi, L. subnebulosus, L.
gerodes, L. humeralis, L. magnificus) or L. (Amyntas)
bellus on Tenerife and its sister species L. arrochai on La
Palma feeding on Jasminum odoratissimum. However, a
great part of these species feed also on plants of laurisilva
or open shrublands. In contrast, the list of components
of the sclerophyllous community that are not accepted as
food by Laparocerus is more notable (Bosea, Dracaena,
Juniperus, Marcetella, Olea, Phoenix, Pistacia, Ruta, etc.),
while very few of the twenty laurisilva tree species are left
aside (apparently only Arbutus, Visnea, and Salix).

The presence of Laparocerus adapted to the lowland
shrublands is almost as rich as in the forest habitats, with

and Proteotrox as in the case of L. ellipticus and L. mﬂamc
(incertae sedis). Most forest species are shrub feeders that may
also eat the leaves of the trees and their suckers, but do not climb
high.
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more diversit; d in the less arid formations on
the windward slopes. Only five lineages seem not to have

d this habitat: Wolle Atlantis, B
Bencomius, and Guayre.
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