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LUIGI MAGNANO (1925 - 2009)

by
Enzo Colonnelli

On July 3, 2009, his 84" birthday, Luigi Magnano left us forever, after a quite short
but painful illness which forced him to stop all his entomological work. It was truly a sad
news for me, who knew him since 1972 when |, then a young student with my interest
already focused on weevils, came to Verona as a “pilgrim” to visit museums in northern
Italy, to get literature, to know in person people who, like myself, had been fascinated by
those wonderful little creatures. | was immediately impressed by the helpfulness, extreme
kindness and altruism of Luigi and his family, who welcomed me more as a friend than as
a visitor. Our friendship increased across the years, particularly after 1992, when Luigi
devoted all himself to entomology.

Luigi Magnano was born in Melilli, Sicily on July 3, 1925, but very soon his family
moved to northern ltaly, first in Padua, then in Verona where his father Angelo, tailor,
opened a tailor’s house. During his excursions around Verona and its hills, the boy was
immediately fascinated by the insects, of which it was then plentiful there. First of four
brothers, his father wanted him to became a skilled tailor, this for being sure that his own
work will continue, and for providing an income for the family in those difficult times. Luigi
became a tailor, renowned in ltaly and Europe, his suits were those of several
personalities, probably the one in ltaly, to produce for instance fox-hunting clothes. During
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his tailoring, he won the ltalian prize “Golden Scissors”, and had several public speeches,
also on ltalian television.

From time to time he came to Rome, where always we met for a talk about our
common interest. Indeed, despite his restless professional activity, every evening - or
better night - at least a couple of hours were devoted by him to study curculionids, always
listening classical music, on which he was keen and a connoisseur, especially of the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Luigi was skilful also in all kind of bricolage, he
himself made sweeping and beating nets, sifters, Berlese funnels, insects boxes and even
the cabinets where his collection and library are stored today. Recently he made a wooden
support for a microscope illuminator, and another complicate device, obtained from a large
can, to take digital shoots of specimens. During some 50 years of tailoring Luigi never
stopped studying insects, which, together with the classical music, were his true passions,
always supported by his wife Maria Rosa Magrini, married in 1956, and who was always
with him in every moment of his life.

At the age of 20 he was admitted in the “Societa Entomologica ltaliana”, and in the
same year, 1945, he became a collaborator of the Museo Civico di Storia Naturale of
Verona. His connection with the museum of “his” town never stopped, starting from its
reconstruction after the war made by his close friends Angelo Pasa and Sandro Ruffo,
passing through the arrival as curator - also strongly supported by Luigi - in 1964 of
Giuseppe Osella, with whom he collaborated during several years. Luigi was a founder of
the “Gruppo ltaliano Biogeografi”, presently “Societa Italiana di Biogeografia”. In 1979, he
joined the “Associazione Romana di Entomologia”, in 1992 the “Wiener
Coleopterologische Verein”, and soon after the “Curculio Institute”.

Starting from his first collectings near Verona, his interest focused almost
immediately on weevils, particularly those of the genus Otiorhynchus, plentiful of species
living in the Alps and huge enough to easily attract every beginner of curculionids.
However, his first two papers deal with Liparus, another difficult genus of large-sized
weevils species abundant in the Alps. Across the years Luigi, who learned the German
language then more than today essential for anybody willing to deal with taxonomy, got in
touch with the esteemed entomologists of that time, first of all Ferdinando Solari, president
of the ltalian Entomological Society at that time and a renowned taxsonomist of weevils.
Incidentally he bought the Scolytidae collection of Solari after his death, and he donated
the collection later to the Verona natural history museum. He was in touch also with
Wagner, Marshall, Voss, Dieckmann, Smreczynski, Petryszak, Alonso-Zarazaga,
Davidian, Yunakov and several others, even if the spare time his profession and his home
life allowed him was very short.

Since 1967 his interest tended decidedly towards Entiminae, although Luigi never
stopped studying other groups, and the list of his publications below gives evidence of this.
To solve the complicate taxonomical problems of the several parthenogenetic species of
some tribes of entimines, he got in touch with the geneticists team of Luciano Bullini from
1980 to 2002, when his bad health - Luigi underwent two heart operations in a short
interval - forced him to stop this cooperation. With the Baccio Baccetti team he studied the
spermatozoa of Curculionoidea towards a better understanding of the relationships
between the families of this coleopteran group, collaborating also with his daughter Anna
Rosa who presently teaches at the Siena University. This testifies his many-sided interests
always turned to a solid taxonomy not only based on morphology.

After 1992, free from tailoring, Luigi could at last exclusively devote himself to his
favourite Otiorhynchini. In order to solve the several nomenclatoric problems he visited,
almost always with me, the natural history museums of Basel, Berlin, Budapest, Dresden,
Geneve, Munich, Prague, Vienna. It is so pleasant for me to remember our trips by car
across Europe looking out of the window at the new landscape, talking of weevils and
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making plans of future publications, coming back to Italy full of types, copied literature, and
common opinions. The idea of producing a catalogue of the around 2000 species of
Otiorhynchini so far known dated from our first trip, and immediately Luigi started it as he
came back home. During the 1996 International Congress of Entomology held in Florence
Luigi had a speech, printed in 1998, about a new taxonomic arrangement of Otiorhynchus
on which was based any further study of this speciose and difficult genus and of the close
ones. Luigi drew up the tribe Otiorhynchini for the Fauna Europaea project granted by the
European Community, and a few years later published the list of the Italian Otiorhynchus
species and of their localities within the project “Basic knowledge of ltalian species”
sponsored by the University of Calabria. Since 2002, he is a member of the “Accademia
dei Fisiocritici” of Siena. To acknowledge his scientific work, in 2003 the National Academy
of Entomology appointed him as academician, a honour seldom given to someone being
not an university professor.

Luigi described on his 83 published papers more than 100 Otiorhynchus species,
and over 20 of closely related genera, besides other weevils. His collection of some 3800
weevil species includes more than 900 Otiorhynchus species, some 2/3 of those so far
described, with several types. His huge library, besides the specialized papers, is also rich
of numerous books dealing with general biology. It is here worthy to mention that the Luigi
collection of antique and rare books and etchings on tailoring across centuries, partly
collected by his father, was donated by him to the Verona museum some years ago.

Several were the publications on which Luigi was working. Among them, the
Otiorhynchini part of the “Catalogue of the order Coleoptera of the Palaearctic Region”,
edited by A. Smetana. Above all, however, he was revising the Otiorhynchini from central
Asia, a task of paramount importance for understanding origin and relationships of
Otiorhynchus with other genera of his tribe, but only the first results of this study are
published.

What always impressed me, as well as everyone who was so lucky to meet Luigi,
has been his broadmindness, both to others and to new ideas. Well on in years, he was
always very willing to learn new things, and to embark in new projects. It was so easy for
him, already over 75, to learn some English, to use computers, to cope with internet and
with all new digital technologies. Even during his illness, his entomological activity was
lately so enthusiastic, that today it seems impossible to me not to be able to send him a
message and get an immediate reply, not to share with him the subtle pleasure of
discovering something unexpected, to discuss together about bizarre ideas occurring to
every biologist on how truly works this fascinating mysterious force which drives genesis
and transformations of living creatures. In June 2009, the last time | visited him, he,
although a great deal suffering, still told me about his research and his new ideas on
taxonomy of Palaearctic Otiorhynchini.

When a man of the Luigi kind leaves the stage is like the loss of a strip of pluvial
forest, a world of knowledge and of potential discoveries gone forever. Thanks, Gino, of all
what you gave us as a present, we will always remember of you.

PUBLICATIONS

1 - Magnano L. (1948):

Contributi alla conoscenza dei curculionidi italiani. 1°. Osservazioni sulle specie italiane del
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7 - Magnano L. (1961):
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Naturale, Verona, 9: 27-64.
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Naturale, Verona, 10: 41-70.
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Contributi alla conoscenza dei curculionidi - IX. Alcune note sui Camptorrhinus paleartici
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Museo Civico di Storia Naturale, Verona, 15: 139-158.
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Ricerche sulla fauna appenninica. Clll. Descrizione di tre nuove specie di Otiorhynchus s.
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conoscenza dei curculionidi). - Memorie del Museo Civico di Storia Naturale, Verona,
16(1968): 345-366.
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Societa Italiana di Biogeografia, N.S. 1: 568-618.

14 - Magnano L. & Osella G. (1971):

Revisione del genere Parameira Seidlitz (Coleoptera Curculionidae) e descrizione di una
nuova specie di Crimea. - Memorie del Museo Civico di Storia Naturale, Verona, 19: 237-
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Gli “Otiorhynchus” dei gruppi “singularis’ L. e “carmagnolae” Villa e considerazioni sulla
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Naturale, Verona, 5: 97-110.
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Otiorhynchus (Dorymerus) inopinatus n. sp. e appunti sulle specie affini. (XIX contributo
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Otiorhynchus (s. str.) salassorum n. sp. ed alcune note sulle specie del gruppo Eunihus di
Reitter. (XX contributo alla conoscenza dei curculionidi). - Bollettino dell’Associazione
Romana di Entomologia, 34: 67-71.
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Otiorhynchus dieckmanni n. sp., eine neue Risselkaferart aus der DDR. 21. Beitrag zur
Kenntnis der Curculionidae. - Entomologische Nachrichten, 23: 183-186.

25 - Magnano L., Nascetti G., Cianchi R. & Bullini L. (1983):

Primo contributo alla tassonomia biochimica dei gruppi pupillatus e cribricollis (genere
Otiorhynchus). - Atti del XllI Congresso Nazionale Italiano di Entomologia, Sestriere -
Torino, pp. 535-538.

26 - Baccetti B., Burrini A.G., Magnano A.[R.] & Magnano L. (1985):

Spermatozi e sistematica dei Curculionidi. - Atti del XIV Congresso Nazionale Italiano di
Entomologia, Palermo, Erice, Bagheria, pp. 155-161.

27 - Magnano L. (1986):

Attuali conoscence sui Limatogaster Apfelbeck (1898) e del gruppo Dialonedus Reitter
(1913) (Coleoptera Curculionidae Otiorhynchinae). (XXII contributo alla conoscenza dei
curculionidi). - Frustula Entomologica, N. S. 7-8(1984-1985): 647-666.

28 - Burrini A.G., Magnano L., Magnano A.R., Scala C. & Baccetti B. (1986):
Spermatozoa and phylogeny in Curculionoidea superfamily (pp. 69-73). - In: M. Cresti e R.
Dallai (eds.). Biology of reproduction and cell motility in plants and animals. Symposium on
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Biology of Reproduction and Cell Motility in Plants and Animals (April 7-8, 1986, Siena,
Italy). University of Siena, Siena, 268 pp.

29 - Osella G. & Magnano L. (1986):

| coleotteri attelabidi e curculionidi a diffusione transadriatica. - Biogeographia, N.S.
10(1984): 701-792.

30 - Burrini A.G., Magnano L., Magnano A.R., Scala C. & Baccetti B. (1988):
Spermatozoa and phylogeny of Curculionoidea (Coleoptera). - International Journal of
Insect Morphology and Embryology, 17(1): 1-50.

31 - Osella G., Magnano L. & Abbazzi P. (1988):

Gli Otiorhynchus apenninici dei gruppi Nihus Reitter ed Eunihus Reitter (Coleoptera,
Curculionidae, Otiorhynchinae). - Atti del XV Congresso nazionale italiano di Entomologia,
L'Aquila, pp. 697-703.

32 - Magnano L. (1991):

Otiorhynchus (Dorymerus) kahleni n. sp. e note sul gruppo di O. pinastri (Coleoptera,
Curculionidae). - Bollettino dell’Associazione Romana di Entomologia, 45(1990): 115-123.
33 - Magnano L. (1992):

Note sugli Otiorhynchus del subgen. Arammichnus. 1. Le specie del gruppo di O. bagnolii.
(Coleoptera, Curculionidae). - Fragmenta Entomologica, 23(2): 389-409.

34 - Magnano L. (1992):

Note sugli Otiorhynchus del subgen. Arammichnus. 2. Le specie dei gruppi di O.
proximophthalmus, cribricollis, striatosetosus e sulcirostris. (Coleoptera, Curculionidae). -
Fragmenta Entomologica, 24(1): 99-130.

35 - Magnano L. (1993):

Note sugli Otiorhynchus del sottogenere Arammichnus. 3. Le specie dei gruppi lubricus,
hellenicus e torretassoi (Coleoptera, Curculionidae). - Fragmenta Entomologica, 24(2):
219-242.

36 - Magnano L. (1993):

Note sugli Otiorhynchus del sottogenere Arammichnus. 4. Le specie dei gruppi setosulus e
umbilicatoides. (Coleoptera, Curculionidae). - Fragmenta Entomologica, 25(1): 139-154.
37 - Magnano L. (1996):

Note sugli Otiorhynchus del subgen. Arammichnus. 5. Le specie dei gruppi villosus, ferrarii
e juvencus. (Coleoptera, Curculionidae). - Fragmenta Entomologica, 27(2): 377-398.

38 - Magnano L. (1996):

Revisione degli Otiorhynchus subgen. Acunotus con descrizione di due nuove specie
(Coleoptera, Curculionidae). - Bollettino dell’Associazione Romana di Entomologia,
50(1995): 67-72.

39 - Magnano L. (1996):

Revisione degli Otiorhynchus subgen. Neobudemoides nov. e descrizione di una nuova
specie. - Bollettino dell’Associazione Romana di Entomologia, 50(1995): 73-77.

40 - Magnano L. (1998):

Lectotypes and neotypes designation in Dodecastichus Stierlin, 1861 and Otiorhynchus
Germar, 1824. (Coleoptera: Curculionidae). - Beitrage zur Entomologie, 48(2): 449-468.

41 - Magnano L. (1998):

Notes on the Otiorhynchus Germar, 1824 complex (Coleoptera: Curculionidae) (pp. 51-
80). - In: Colonnelli E., Louw S. & Osella G. (eds.). Taxonomy, ecology and distribution of
Curculionoidea (Coleoptera: Polyphaga). Proceeding of a Symposium (22 August, 1996,
Florence, ltaly). XX International Congress of Entomology. Museo Regionale di Storia
Naturale, Torino, 284 pp.

42 - Magnano L. (1998):
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Otiorhynchus (Prodeminus) angelinii n. sp. dell’italia meridionale e note sulle specie del
sottogenere Prodeminus (Coleoptera Curculionidae). - Bollettino della Societa
entomologica italiana, 130(2): 155-158.

43 - Magnano L. & Mifsud. D. (1998):

A new species of Alaocyba Perris, 1869 (Insecta: Coleoptera: Curculionidae:
Raymondyonyminae) from the Maltese Islands. - Annalen des Naturhistorischen Museums
in Wien, 100B: 175-178.

44 - Magnano L. (1999):

Note sugli Otiorhynchus del subgen. Arammichnus Gozis. 6. Le specie dei gruppi
concavirostris, flavimanus, velutinus, mandibularis, calabrensis e championi (Coleoptera,
Curculionidae). - Fragmenta Entomologica, 31(1): 117-172.

45 - Magnano L. (1999):

Gli Otiorhynchus del sottogenere Podoropelmus Reitter, 1912 (Coleoptera, Curculionidae).
- Bollettino del Museo civico di Storia naturale di Verona, 23: 247-307.

46 - Magnano L. (1999):

Revisione degli Otiorhynchus del sottogenere Sulcorhynchus (Coleoptera Curculionidae). -
Bollettino della Societa entomologica italiana, 131(2): 125-138.

47 - Magnano L. (2000):

Il genere Rhynchotious e descrizione di R. maroccanus n. sp. del Marocco (Coleoptera
Curculionidae). - Bollettino della Societa entomologica italiana, 132(1): 63-67.

48 - Heijerman Th. & Magnano L. (2000):

Description of a new species of Parascythopus Desbrochers des Loges from the
Netherlands, with taxonomic notes on Parascythopus and Polydrusus Germar.
(Coleoptera: Curculionidae). - Koleopterologische Rundschau, 70: 197-204.

49 - Magnano L. (2001):

Gli Otiorhynchus del sottogenere Edelengus (Coleoptera, Curculionidae). - Fragmenta
Entomologica, 33(2): 175-211.

50 - Magnano L. (2001):

Designation of lectotypes for species of Cirrorhynchus Apfelbeck, 1898, Dodecastichus
Stierlin, 1861, Limatogaster Apfelbeck, 1898, Otiorhynchus Germar, 1822 and Tylotus
Schoenherr, 1823, in the Germar and Herbst collections (Coleoptera Curculionidae). -
Memorie della Societa entomologica italiana, 80: 139-158.

51 - Magnano L. (2001):

Sulla posizione sistematica di alcuni Otiorhynchus Germar, 1822, con note sinonimiche e
designazione di lectotipi (Coleoptera, Curculionidae). XXXVIII contributo alla conoscenza
dei curculionidi. - Bollettino del Museo Civico di Storia Naturale di Verona, 25: 63-81.

52 - Magnano L. (2001):

Otiorhynchomorphus, nuovo genere della tribu Otiorhynchini (Coleoptera, Curculionidae,
Polydrusinae) (XLV° contributo alla conoscenza dei Curculionidae). - Entomologica
Basiliensia, 23: 153-157.

53 - Magnano L. & Mifsud D. (2001):

Descrizione di quattro nuove specie di Torneuma Wollaston, 1860 delle Isole Pelagie e
Maltesi (Coleoptera, Curculionidae). - Annali del Museo Civico di Storia Naturale “G.
Doria”, Genova, 93(1999-2000): 451-460.

54 - Magnano L. (2002):

Due nuove specie di Otiorhynchus e note su altre specie del sottogenere Nihus Reitter,
1912 (Coleoptera Curculionidae Polydrusinae). - Redia, 84(2001): 23-31.

55 - Magnano L. (2002):

A new species of Otiorhynchus (Coleoptera: Curculionidae: Entiminae) from Oman. -
Fauna of Saudi Arabia, 19: 415-417.

56 - Magnano L. (2003):
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Una nuova specie di Otiorhynchus Germar, 1822 del Pakistan (Coleoptera, Curculionidae,
Polydrusinae). - Revue Suisse de Zoologie, 110(1): 125-128.

57 - Magnano L. (2003):

Una nuova specie di Parameira di Turchia (Coleoptera Curculionidae). - Bollettino della
Societa entomologica italiana, 134(3): 245-252.

58 - Magnano L. (2003):

Un nuovo genere e una nuova specie di Otiorhynchini del Marocco (Coleoptera:
Curculionidae). 9 photographies and 4 drawings. - Snudebiller, 4: 225-227.

59 - Magnano L. (2003):

Un nuovo genere e una nuova specie di Cipro appartenenti alla tribu Otiorhynchini
(Coleoptera: Curculionidae). 7 photographies and 4 drawings. - Snudebiller, 4: 228-230.
60 - Abbazzi P. & Magnano L. (2003):

Una nuova specie di Cirrorhynchus Apfelbeck, 1898 dell’ltalia meridionale (Coleoptera
Curculionidae Entiminae). - Atti dell’Accademia Roveretana degli Agiati, a. 253, ser. VIII,
vol. lll, B: 73-80.

61 - Magnano L. (2004):

Un nuovo genere della tribu Otiorhynchini (Coleoptera, Curculionidae) con 7 figure.
Snudebiller, 5: 25-26.

62 - Magnano L. (2004):

Descrizione di due nuovi generi e di quattro nuove specie di Otiorhynchini dell'lran e
Turkmenia (Coleoptera: Curculionidae) con 8 figure. - Snudebiller, 5: 27-33.

63 - Magnano L. (2004):

Una nuova specie di Otiorhynchus (Nihus Reitter, 1912) di Grecia e note su alcune specie
affini (Coleoptera Curculionidae Entiminae). - Atti del’Accademia Roveretana degli Agiati,
254, Ser. VI, vol. 4, B: 107-114.

64 - Magnano L., Chavanon G. & Pelletier J. (2004):

Les Otiorhynchus du Maroc: additions et corrections au Catalogue de L. Kocher
(Coleoptera Curculionidae) (3¢ note). - L'Entomologiste, 60(5): 203-212.

65 - Magnano L. & Colonnelli E. (2004):

A new species of Phacephorus Schénherr, 1840 from Anatolia (Coleoptera Curculionidae).
- Redia, 87: 19-21.

66 - Magnano L. (2005):

Due nuovi Otiorhynchus (Tournieria) e considerazioni sulle specie del gruppo europaeus
(Coleoptera Curculionidae). - Atti del’Accademia Roveretana degli Agiati, 255, Ser. VIII,
vol. V, B: 291-303.

67 - Magnano L. (2005):

Tre nuove specie di Otiorhynchus (Podonebistus Reitter, 1912) di Turchia (Coleoptera
Curculionidae). - Atti del’Accademia Roveretana degli Agiati, 255, Ser. VIII, vol. V, B: 305-
315.

68 - Magnano L. (2005):

Revisione di Otiorhynchus (Pseudoprovadilus) subg. n. (Coleoptera, Curculionidae). -
Fragmenta Entomologica, 37(1): 99-128.

69 - Magnano L. (2005):

Una nuova specie di Limatogaster (Dialonedus) della Grecia (Coleoptera Curculionidae). -
Bollettino della Societa entomologica italiana, 137(3): 215-217.

70 - Borovec R. & Magnano L. (2005):

Two new species of Phyllobiini from Syria, Turkey, Lebanon and Israel (Coleoptera:
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